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Follow these tips to prevent illicit discharges

Rainwater and snowmelt carried through

the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer

System (MS4) discharges directly to

streams and rivers, meaning anything

entering a storm sewer will not be

removed at a wastewater treatment

plant. This pollution can harm local water

quality, fish and wildlife, drinking water

intakes, and recreation.

Any unauthorized discharge from the MS4 that is not composed entirely of

stormwater is considered an illicit discharge and is prohibited. Follow these tips to

prevent illicit discharges:

 Report an Issue Pay a Bill

Water Wise: Preventing Illicit

Discharges

Never dump vehicle fluids, grass clippings, leaves, household chemicals, paint,

animal waste, car washing soaps, litter, or fats, oils, and greases into storm drains.
•
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If you discover an illicit discharge, please report it to 412-255-2423 (Press 1).

 Print This Page

PWSA's infrastructure investments protect water quality,

improve service reliability

Do not connect sanitary, restaurant waste, or industrial wastewater lines to the

storm sewer system.
•

Only the following uncontaminated water sources are permitted to enter a storm

sewer: water used for firefighting, fire hydrant, and water line flushing; lawn

watering; groundwater; and HVAC condensate.

•

Share

Related Newsletters

Newsletter

5/8/24, 10:20 AM Water Wise: Preventing Illicit Discharges | Pittsburgh Water & Sewer Authority

https://www.pgh2o.com/news-events/news/newsletter/2022-10-28-water-wise-preventing-illicit-discharges#:~:text=Follow these tips to prevent illicit di… 2/5

tel:4122552423
https://www.pgh2o.com/news-events/news/newsletter/2024-04-26-pwsas-infrastructure-investments-protect-water-quality
mailto:?subject=Water%20Wise%3A%20Preventing%20Illicit%20Discharges&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pgh2o.com%2Fnews-events%2Fnews%2Fnewsletter%2F2022-10-28-water-wise-preventing-illicit-discharges
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Water%20Wise%3A%20Preventing%20Illicit%20Discharges&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pgh2o.com%2Fnews-events%2Fnews%2Fnewsletter%2F2022-10-28-water-wise-preventing-illicit-discharges
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pgh2o.com%2Fnews-events%2Fnews%2Fnewsletter%2F2022-10-28-water-wise-preventing-illicit-discharges


Media Kit

24/7 Media Line

412-430-3898
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